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Ajiah Harris

From: Ajiah Harris <a.harris@taavic.com.au>
Sent: Friday, 11 September 2020 5:42 PM
To: Ajiah Harris
Subject: TAA (Vic) Check In - September 11

 

TAA (Vic) Check In - September 11 

In a year where constant themes have been change and uncertainty for all businesses, 

join Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Centre CEO, Peter King and Melbourne 

Convention Bureau CEO, Julia Swanson, as they navigate a road-map to re-opening 

Melbourne's business events sector in a COVID normal world.  

  

Peter and Julia will outline the impact of COVID-19 on Melbourne’s major events pipeline, 

discuss future business forecasts, including major events won and the likely impact on hotel 

bookings. They will also explore what the delivery of major events might look like in the next 1-3 

years and operational protocols that will underpin guest safety and confidence to again attend 

large scale events.” 



2

  

Date: Tuesday, 29 September  

Time: 2:00 -3:00 pm  

Platform: Zoom Webinar. 

Register Here  
 

 

Now is the time for all of us to come together in a united front to get the Victorian government to 

hear us, to listen to us and to change its crippling restrictions on our industry. 

  

Our call is simple - We are COVIDSafe to Open. 

  

We have proven this through our ability to manage the COVID risks with our plans for social 

distancing, superior hygiene practices, digital contact tracing and robust measures for patron 

management. 

  

We are calling on you to get behind our plan and play an important role in getting the Victorian 

government to change its current unrealistic and complicated COVID roadmap. 

  

Here’s what you can do now: 

1. Write to your local member both State and Federal 

2. Post your opposition to these COVID restrictions on Social Media 

3. Use the key messages to help guide your discussions.  

  

Click here to download digital assets you can use to promote the campaign 

Click here to download the key messages 
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For more information about our campaign, contact: 

  

Kimberley Malcolm                      Alex Bourjaili                         Dougal Hollis 

k.malcolm@ahavic.com.au     a.bourjaili@ahavic.com.au      d.hollis@taavic.com.au 

0447 558 478                                 0424 651 642                          0400 805 470 

  

We thank you for your ongoing support. Let’s tell everyone that We’re COVIDSafe to Open 
 

 

TAA (Vic) Seeks Clarity from the Victorian Government 

Victoria's accommodation hotels are COVIDSafe to open but (predominantly) currently closed.  

 

TAA (Vic) and AHA (Vic) continue regular engagement on Industry Roundtables, discussions 

with relevant government departments and ministers to seek greater clarity on the 'Roadmap 

to Reopening,' including determining under what circumstances re-opening timelines can be 

brought forward.  

 

TAA (Vic) General Manager Dougal Hollis reflects that our industry "has consistently 

demonstrated its collective ability to successfully meet and operate within the Victorian 

Government’s  COVIDSafe principles." 

 

Tourism Accommodation Australia CEO, Michael Johnson also reinforces the value of Victoria 

learning from other states, who are already well advanced with the implementation of their 

reopening strategies.  

  

Click here to read the full article 
 

 

AHICE 2020 Provides Optimism for the Hotel Industry  

This week, the 2020 Australian Hotel Industry Conference and Exhibition (AHICE) took place in 

Sydney. The two-day hybrid conference promotes a sense of optimism for the industry and 
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reinforced hoteliers commitment to ride out the COVID-19 pandemic and thrive once again. 

  

Adhering to the government-mandated capacity in-person crowd of 150, AHICE welcomed over 

700 virtual guests and presented a strong and informative occasion of seminars, interviews and 

presentations at the Hyatt Regency Sydney. 

  

Click here to read key observations from AHICE 2020  

 

Talks Underway for One Voice for Accommodation Sector 

Negotiations are underway to create one united voice for the accommodation industry nationwide.  
  
Australian Hotels Association (AHA) President Scott Leach and Accommodation Association of 
Australia (AAoA) President Julian Clark said the AHA, Tourism Accommodation Australia and AAoA 
were working on creating a united voice for the struggling sector.  
  
“A small working party representing all of the associations has been put together to work on a new 
model representing one clear national voice for the accommodation sector,” Mr Clark said.  
  
“This working party has been meeting behind the scenes, is making progress and we remain 
confident of finally bringing the AHA, TAA and AAoA together at this crucial time for our industry,” 
Mr Leach said.  
  
TAA (Vic) will ensure to update members as these discussions develop – in the interim it is business 
as usual and we will continue to support and advocate on behalf of our members. 
 

Virgin Australia's Voluntary Administration Complete 

Deputy Prime Minister, Michael McCormack, and Treasurer, Josh Frydenberg, said the Australian 
Government welcomes news of the successful completion of the Virgin Australia voluntary 
administration process. Creditors today voted overwhelmingly in support of the Bain Capital 
proposal that will see Virgin continue to operate as Australia's second major domestic airline. We 
recognise this has been a difficult period for employees.  
  
We understand that Bain Capital has agreed to cover employee entitlements for both ongoing staff 
and those in impacted roles. Travel credits will also be honoured. The Government's preference has 
always been for a market-led solution. The voluntary administration process offered that market-led 
opportunity to restructure and recapitalise Virgin Australia into a viable and profitable commercial 
entity.  
  

Click here to access the full statement. 
 

State Borders Aim to Re-open by December  
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In the National Cabinet meeting on Friday 04 September 2020, The Commonwealth, New South 
Wales, Victoria, Queensland, South Australia, Tasmania, the Northern Territory and the Australian 
Capital Territory governments agreed in principle to develop a new plan for Australia to reopen by 
Christmas, including the use of the hotspot concept for travel between jurisdictions.  
  
All states and territories, where possible, also agreed to work with the Commonwealth to increase 
the number of international flights to their jurisdiction to enable more Australians to return home.  
  

Click here to read more information 
  

 

FREE Mental Health Training & Support for your 
Business 

If you employ a significant number of workers under 25 and have less than 200 employees, your 

business is automatically eligible for the Victorian Chamber's Mental Health Essentials Program. 

The program, supported by WorkSafe Victoria, aims to create and foster mentally healthy 

workplaces. 

  

The program involves 2 x sessions with a mental health consultant where you could gain the 

following assistance and support: 

 Tailored advice from mental health experts 

 Action plan to make practical improvements 

 Training that will upskill managers and other workers 

 Full access to useful resources to support throughout the program and beyond 

  

Click here to register 

  

If you are interested in this program, but your business does not quite fit the eligibility framework, 

please contact the Workplace Relations team as they may be able to assist in getting you access 

to this program.  
 

Updated Worker Permit Template 

Business Victoria has updated the worker permit template. If an employer has issued permits 

with future date ranges, they do not need to re-issue the permitted worker permits. 
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An employer can edit and add the dates on the permitted worker permits they have currently 

issued to workers. 

 

Click here for the updated worker permit requirements. 

 

Click here to download an updated copy of the latest worker permit template.  

For further support, please call the Workplace Relations team on (03) 9654 7100 
 

Click here to login the TAA (Vic) Member Portal, which is constantly updated with a wealth of 

information and resources as they come in hand. 

  

We appreciate these are significantly challenging times for accommodation hotel businesses. 

Don’t hesitate to contact me or my colleague Dougal Hollis, (0400 805 470) should you require 

further assistance. 

  

Best regards,  

Ajiah Harris  

  

Ajiah Harris 

Membership and Event Coordinator  

E: a.harris@taavic.com.au 

P: 03 8631 7918 

Ajiah Harris 

1 Little Collins Street, Melbourne, 3000  
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